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MATTER QOF:  yucernational Brotherhood of Blectrical
Workers Local Union So. 3595

IGEST:

Labor union is not an interested party to

. protest that the twe low bidders
collaborated in detearmining their bid
prices where there is a third bidder who
could get the contract award {f a protest
on this issue was sustained.

The Interastiocnal Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Local Uniogn No. 595 (IBEW) protests any award of a contract
to either of the twoe low bidders under Departwment of the
Navy (Navy) invivation for bids (IFB) No. N62474~82-B-6409.
IBEW alleges that the two low bidders violated the IFB
provision which requires bidders to independently price
their bids.

The protest is dismissed hecause IBEW ig not an
intecwsted party to protest the {ssue it has ralised.

Our Bid Protest Procedurves reguire that a party ba
"interested” in order that its protest may beg considered.
4 C.F.R. § 21.1(a)-(1983). 1In determining whethec a
protester ls iuntetested, we examine the degree to which the
assevrted interest i{is both established and direct. We
conslder the nature of the issues raised and the direct ot
indirect Benefit or relief scught by the protester. The
party’s relaticonsghip ro the question raised by the protest
nmust be direct, If there i an intermediate party with 1
greater interest, we will consider the protester to be too
vremote from the cause to sstablish intereast within the
weaning of ocur Bid Protest Procedures. Marine Engineers
Beneficial Asscciation, Seafarevys Internatiocnal Union,
B~195530, Dec. 3, 1980, 80~2 C.P.D. ¥ 418,

In the present case, IBEW's intersst in the procurement
is based pun its representation of electrical workers who it
alleges will he displaced if a contract 1s awarded to eithar
of the two low bidders. The record indicates, howsver, that
at least aone other bldder responded to the I¥B. Since this
bldder could be awarded a contract if g protsst on the issue

039514,



B~215633 2

raised by IBEW is sustained, we find that this bldder is an
intermediate party with a grester iaterest in the protest
{ggue than IBEW. See Union of Puyhlic Works Center, San
Francisco Bay Emplovees, B-214206, Mar. 12, 1984, 84~1

C.P.D. § 286; Prnfessional Helicopter Pilots Association,
B~208031.2, Oet, 22, 1983, 82-2 £.P.D. § 363. Consequently,
IBEW 13 not an interested party and wa will act consider its
protest.

Harry B. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel





